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seriously detract from the value of the Alliance. Public opinion
in this country is for war with Germany : to change it in a short
time would be well-nigh impossible. England has already applied
to Japan for assistance, and we would beg you most carefully to
consider the position of the Japanese Government were that
request now to be cancelled.
After receiving this Note, the British Government
reluctantly consented to a declaration of war by Japan.
When giving their consent, they expressed the hope that
Japanese operations would be limited to certain areas and
asked for a declaration that they would not be extended
beyond the south-western part of the China Sea, the North
Pacific, and the Bay of Kiaou-Chow. As Earl Grey says in
his memoirs, the reason for all this was a desire to remove
all possibility of offending the susceptibilities of America
and the self-governing Dominions in the Pacific. Such
embarrassing limitations were not, however, possible in
practice : difficulties were bound to arise. And, in addition
to British requests for armed assistance, there was the
question of our Tace' to be considered. Our Government
drew attention to this difficulty and refused to comply.
Eventually the British gave way, but only agreed to a
declaration of war without any clause limiting the sphere of
operations on the understanding that in actual fact they
would be so limited—a most unfriendly attitude.
As might have been expected, this question gave rise
to difficulties over the disposal of the German Pacific
Islands. After the fall of Tsing-Tao, our Fleet proceeded to
take the islands of Yap, Angaur, the Marshalls, the
Marianne Group, and the Carolines. Japan represented to
the British Government that, as the natural reward of her
action, the islands should become Japanese territory. The
British reply was to the effect that the occupation of the
German Pacific Islands by the British and Japanese naval
forces was a temporary measure, and that their disposal
would have to be discussed, together with that of other
occupied territories, at the Peace Conference. While con-
curring in principle, the Japanese Government asked the
British to support, at the proper time, their contention
that all the German islands north of the Equator should
be handed over to Japan in perpetuo, as the natural reward
of the work done by the Japanese Navy. The British

